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114 NOTICES OF BOOKS 

avec ensemble, frappent l'eau profonde en cadence, et tous bientot apparaissent en pleine 
vue. L'aile droite, align'e, marchait la premiere, en bon ordre. Puis la flotte entiere 
se degage et s'avance, et l'on pouvait alors entendre, tout proche, un immense appel: 
" Allez, enfants des Grecs, delivrez la patrie, delivrez vos enfants et vos femmes, les 
sanctuaires des dieux de vos peres et les tombeaux de vos aieux: c'est la lutte 
supreme !" ' 

An unusual feature is the printing with the choral parts of 'indications musicales' : 
we are unable to estimate the value to the reader of such indications as 'un peu plus 
anime,' 'un peu blargi,' ' ferme et bien marqu6,' etc., but, at the worst, they can do no 
harm. 

The footnotes, explanatory and critical, are admirably lucid, and slips, such as that 
on p. 65, where Perseus is described as son of Danaos, are rare. We note the absence of a 
Bibliography such as the volumes of the Loeb Series give; but to have been of any real 
service it would have had to be of unconscionable length. The printing of the volume 
is excellent, and our one regret is that it is issued in paper covers instead of in publisher's 
binding. In these days, when individual binding is so expensive, this will necessarily 
considerably increase the cost to the purchaser, since, even with the most careful handling, 
the book, if unbound, will speedily fall to pieces. 

A. W. M. 

The Unity of Homer. By JOHN A. SCOTT, Professor of Greek in North-Western 
University; Sather Professor of Classical Literature in the University of California, 
1921. (Sather Classical Lectures, Volume I.) Pp. 269. Berkeley, Cal. : Univ. of 
California Press. 1921. 

The contents of this book are well summed up by the author himself, p. 269 : ' Everything 
fits into the theory of a single Homer; the civilisation, the language, the gods, the outlines, 
the marks of genius; and all these are supported by the unanimous verdict of the best 
poets and the greatest critics of twenty-five hundred years.' That Prof. Scott has contrived 
to cover so much ground in a short and eminently readable book is no mean testimony to 
his literary skill. The work is a summary, partly of arguments its author was himself the 
first to bring forward; and while the professed student of Homer may read it with profit, 
any intelligent person in possession of a good prose translation of the Iliad and Odyssey 
can use it by skipping half-a-dozen pages in the chapter dealing with language. It fills a 
gap, for we know of no other work in English so convenient and so complete. 

The reviewer disagrees with Prof. Scott on some minor points, finds the chapter on 
'Antiquities and kindred matters' (ch. iv.) rather inadequate, and wishes he (and certain 
other writers) would not use the phrase 'higher critic' to mean 'separatist.' Against 
these few defects may be set very many excellences, for example the exposure, p. 242 ff., 
of the unsoundness of the analogy between the Wolfian handling of Homer and the 
application of superficially similar methods to Hebrew and other Oriental documents. 
We wish this book a wide circulation. 

Herakles. Aufsatze zur griechischen Religions- und Sagengeschichte. By BERNHARD 
SCHWEITZER. Pp. vii + 247. 38 illustrations. Tiibingen: J. C. B. Mohr (Paul 
Siebeck), 1922. 

Two essays, the first dealing with the Aktorione, in whom Schweitzer sees a twy-bodied 
pre-Dorian god. The evidence is largely archaeological. The author has made a special 
study of vases of the geometrical period, but does not arouse great confidence in his critical 
skill when he uses (p. 166) a gross and notorious forgery (details in Rev. archeologique, Tom. XIV, 1921, p. 154) as a genuine piece. The second essay deals rather with saga and Marchen, which Schweitzer deliberately confuses, and attempts to restore the primitive form of the Twelve Labours. 
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NOTICES OF BOOKS 115 

We notice much that is old-fashioned in the author's philology and anthropology, 
much rhetoric, and not enough close reasoning. Some of the material may be incidentally 
of interest. 

Die Rechtsidee im friihen Griechentum. Untersuchungen zur Geschichte der 
werdenden Polis. By VICTOR EHRENBERG. Pp. xii - 150. One plate. Leipzig: 
S. Hirzel, 1921. 

This little work, while confessedly owing much to various predecessors, notably R. Hirzel's 
Themis, Dike und Verwandtes, is not without pretensions to originality. The author 
sketches the development of the terms 

8E•/,, 
&6K , - 

Ec/Log, and vdo'w, the first with its 

cognates receiving the most elaborate handling, though part of the space might have been 

spared, as it includes a long demonstration of the well-known connection of Themis with 
Ge. He insists on the original sacral connotation of 

Oj•Ls, 
and has some ingenious 

suggestions as to the origin of the goddess herself and her relation to the omphalos (p. 48). 
Al'Kr) he would connect, not with 8ELKvvtLL, but with 8LKEZV, supposing it to have been 

originally a casting of lots. Whether his suggestion be right or not, he is probably correct 
in thinking that the development of Dike the goddess is relatively late, while in the case 
of Themis the goddess is earlier than the abstract idea. He is at times over-subtle and 

hampered in more than one place by the antiquated separatist theories concerning Homer. 

The Homeric Catalogue of Ships. Edited with a Commentary by THOMAS W. 
ALLEN. Pp. 190, 2 maps. Oxford: The Clarendon Press, 1921. 16s. 

'The Catalogue occupied historians of all ages,' but with this difference, that whereas the 
ancients regarded it as canonical and a safe starting-point for their own ethnological 
researches, the moderns for the most part have condemned it as the work of a later writer, 
a Boeotian patriot intent on glorifying his native country, or a pamphleteer with political 
theories of his own. Mr. Allen, reverting to earlier methods, has given us a valuable 
study, of which all subsequent speculations as to the political and geographical distribution 
of peoples in early Greece must take account. Whether or no we accept Mr. Allen's view 
(p. 169) that the catalogue stood originally at the beginning of the saga, he has shown 
that the conditions described are such as never existed in the Greece known to later ages, 
and from that result produces the following dilemma: either the description is invented, 
or it represents the actual facts at the time of composition. If the latter, it should be 
consistent with the remainder of the poems, with the mass of ancient legend and with the 
archaeological evidence as known to us at the present time. Consistency with the two 
first could in some degree be attained by a later imitator, consistency with the third was 
attainable only by a writer contemporary, or almost contemporary, with the events which 
he describes. 

To take an example : In spite of Mr. Allen's rehabilitation of Aulis and his geographical 
explanation of the position which Boeotia holds in the catalogue, without believing that 
the compiler was himself a Boeotian it is difficult to account for the extent of his local 
knowledge, which is greater for Boeotia than for any other part of Greece. Nevertheless 
the local writer does nothing to distort the picture; by his very treatment of Boeotia he 
gives us security for the accuracy of his description as a whole. It might, of course, have 
been possible for a later writer to have himself evolved the state of affairs as described in 
the catalogue, a Boeotia divided into a number of small states, as local politicians at a 
later date desired, with Thebes in ruins, as a close attention to legendary chronology 
demanded; such, too, is the description postulated by the rest of the poem. But we 
may seriously doubt whether a local poet writing at a later date would have deduced such 
a state of affairs or have been ready to express it, and it is even more inconceivable 
that a later poet could have deduced his description of the Peloponnese either from legend 
or from later political aspirations. Still less could he have done so with Thessaly. In 
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